
   

 

THE   

Number 10                 Summer 2021 

Revived! 

Morningside... 



 2 

 

To Every Thing, a Season  

Morningside Heights is a place of contradictions.  

As much as institutions define our neighborhood, 

many of us have no affiliation whatsoever with 

these prestigious entities.  Though we are largely 

secular, our blocks host more than a few world-

renowned places of worship.  In spite of growing 

gentrification, our residents continue to span a 

wide spectrum of means and origins.  This diver-

sity is our key strength and must be secured. 

Our contrasts make for a vibrant community — 

one which has come through the challenges of 

the past year and a half with a commendable 

sense of unity and balance.  As we’ve taken steps 

to rejuvenate, this positive energy should be cel-

ebrated and reinforced.  Chronic problems clear-

ly remain, but this summer has been a season of 

revival in the eyes of many neighbors. 

In this light, Ecclesiastes rings true: A time to 

weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and 

a time to dance.   

One hopes we remember the lessons offered by 

our recent challenges and that we use them to 

protect and improve our cherished community. 
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And...Action! 

• COVID vaccination appointments are here.  Free COVID testing information is here.  

• Have you considered donating blood?  You can find blood drive locations here.  One nearby (and 

perhaps the coolest) location will be the Cathedral of St. John the Divine on 8/16, 10am—4pm. 

• Have you signed our JUST Housing petition?  We are advocating that Columbia, our neighbor-

hood’s largest landlord, maintain its rent-regulated apartments in perpetuity and offer them, when 

vacant, to local residents of low and moderate income.  This is JUST.                                                           3 

Calendar 

Please join us for a neighborhood social hour 

on Thursday, August 12th, 6-8pm at The Expat 

on Tiemann & Claremont.  Registration re-

quired here.  Come get re-acquainted with your 

neighbors and share your views on local issues. 

Comments & Questions 

You can submit yours here.   

• One Community Garden member mentioned your organization and its involvement in height re-

strictions on buildings.  Can you tell me a little bit about MHCC's role?  I am wondering if the lower 

buildings helped lead to the development of the gardens since there was more light.  Lisa K. 

• I’m 19 years old and grew up on Claremont Avenue.  I am sick of Columbia’s disregard for our com-

munity and I want to do as much as I can to stop it.  Sam D. 

• Looking forward to getting involved with the MHCC!  Maria O. 

MHCC Responses: 

• Though Community Gardens emerged throughout Manhattan over the past half-century, they have 

more to do with neighbor engagement than building height.  We remain very concerned over real 

estate development trends in Morningside Heights and a top priority is rezoning the neighborhood.  

We are grateful to all who want to get involved. 

• We are thankful to Columbia and Barnard for recently implementing COVID-19 vaccine and mask 

mandates for their students.  These are forward-thinking and responsible approaches during the 

pandemic challenges which remain locally and globally. 

Volunteering 

The vast majority of MHCC’s work is carried out 

by volunteers — local residents, business own-

ers, employees, students, and even visitors.  We 

are grateful to them.  If you’d like to be in-

volved, please let us know here. 

Local Engagement 

https://vax4nyc.nyc.gov/patient/s/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/coronavirus/get-tested/covid-19-testing.page
https://donate.nybc.org/donor/schedules/zip
http://chng.it/Zy9fRGrg
mailto:info@mhccnyc.org?subject=Social%20Hour%20RSVP
https://mhccnyc.org/send-us-a-note/
https://mhccnyc.org/volunteer-2/
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Morningside... 

In this issue, we feature images and text reinforcing the notion that our community is return-

ing to normal after a long spell of challenges ranging from COVID-19, through the Black Lives 

Matter movement and the economic downturn resulting in the loss of valued local businesses.   

Though we won’t forget these difficulties and challenges remain, we can view them as opportu-

nities to improve how we relate to one another as neighbors in Morningside Heights.  In addi-

tion to our July 10 Block Party & Community Resource Fair, a sense of local rejuvenation is 

embodied by funding provided to 16 local community organizations.  These groups received 

grants from the Morningside Heights Community Fund.  This support was provided by a Com-

munity Benefits Agreement and contribution secured by MHCC and administered by the New 

York Community Trust. 

Our recent event and the great work of these local groups underscore the view that community 

spirit and local bonds are alive, well, and growing in Morningside Heights. 

 

Morningside Heights Block Party & Community Resource Fair 

Video here! 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dZao0bi0ErE
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Many neighbors, community groups, artists, local businesses, city agencies, and institutions 

joined us to celebrate local community spirit.  Highlights included Suzanne Vega receiving the 

“Hero of Morningside Heights Award,” a local restaurant Cookoff Competition, a Movement 

Class, and an Open Forum at which community members expressed their views.  (This was like-

ly next Council Member Shaun Abreu’s first public event after his primary victory.) 

Thank you to our sponsor and fellow hosts: The West 111th Street Block Association, Morning-

side Merchants, Mount Sinai Morningside, Morningside Area Alliance, El Taller Latino America-

no, and NYC Open Streets: Amsterdam Avenue.   

We held an inspiring event and are already thinking ahead to next year’s gathering. 

Revived! 
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Morningside Heights Community Fund 

 

MHCF represents a major step forward in protecting and improving our community.  During Round 

One of funding, the following nine groups each received grants of $5,000. 

 

Note: We are beginning Round Three of funding, with grants of between $5,000 and $15,000 availa-

ble to groups who conduct programs in and around Morningside Heights.  The deadline for applica-

tions is September 15.  Click here to receive the Request for Proposals. 

 

America Scores New York: 

We launched a monthlong virtual summer program to continue supporting Morningside Heights youth 

virtually, with a focus on racial equity and social justice through the lens of sport, poetry, and communi-

ty. Methods for engaging with youth have been similar to the spring season: a combination of packages 

sent directly to homes, video instruction, independent learning, and phone support.  

 

Behind the Book:  

We used this funding to create a customized literacy program plan that will allow students to interact 

with an author, explore a book’s themes in depth, and lead them to a final writing and art project. Once 

the anchor text is identified and the author has agreed to participate, Behind the Book will create a se-

ries of activities designed to fully immerse students in the experience of the book, deepen their connec-

tion to the author, and support them in the production of their own written work.  

 

Broadway Community:  

The need for extra funds arises from the shift to take

-out rather than communal meals. In order to main-

tain safety for shelter residents, medical patients, 

and those we feed, we began providing take-out 

meals on March 11. This required the purchase of 

pre-packaged single servings.  

Snapshot: We caught up with Broadway Communi-

ty at the Block Party & Community Resource Fair.  

Their representatives were enthusiastic about the 

day.  “It’s wonderful,” said one.  “Morningside Heights is a bright and beautiful place to be.  We’re glad to 

be here and having a great time.”   

Morningside... 

mailto:info@mhccnyc.org?subject=MHCF%20Request%20for%20Proposals


 7 

 

The Brotherhood Sister Sol:  

Our needs and subsequent programmatic responses will continue to grow in the coming months, and 

support from Morningside Heights Community Coalition is crucial in enabling that work. All of this is in 

addition to our regular programming and organizing efforts, which will also continue. 

 

Friends of Morningside Park: 

We will use this grant to fund an education program for children in the neighborhoods surrounding 

Morningside Park. 

 

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church:  

Our grant will support our Food Bank of NYC and Uber/Lyft Delivery Assistance programs. It will allow 

us to double the amount of Food Pantry and Soup Kitchen services and enhance safety gear and sanita-

tion. It will also allow us to increase the number of clients we can deliver food to. 

 

Legal Outreach:  

Our 2020 virtual Summer Law Institute (SLI) serviced rising low-income ninth grade students, includ-

ing 14 youths residing in Morningside Heights/West Harlem. This program helped students to not suc-

cumb to the trend of low-income minority youth falling behind during mandatory online learning. Our 

instructors and speakers include Columbia Law School students and professors.  

 

Harlem Wellness Center:  

Due to Covid-19 related closures, our revenue-generating streams have been disrupted. We have 

adapted to our space closure by providing virtual yoga, mindfulness meditation, nutrition, dance, and 

supportive holistic wellness circles.  

 

The Reading Team:  

We will apply a grant toward the costs of program instructional materials, such as pens, pencils, note-

books, iPads, and books, and to pay for student evaluations, parent conversations, and staff professional 

development. 

Revived! 
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Round Two of MHCF funding provided grants to 12 organizations, in the amounts listed below. 

 

America Scores: $ 7,500 for Youth Services: 

America Scores will enroll additional P.S.125 students in their Literacy in Action program which incor-

porates soccer, poetry and service to the community. 

 

Behind the Book (BtB): $ 7,500 for Children’s Services: 

Behind the Book will run a supplemental literacy program for students attending P.S. 125. 

 

Broadway Community: $15,000 for Food Security: 

Broadway Community will continue feeding neighborhood people at their soup kitchen as well as deliv-

ering food to neighbors whose income has been impacted by Covid-19. 

 

The Brotherhood Sister Sol: $ 7,500 for Youth Services: 

Brotherhood/Sister Sol will use the funds to continue supporting youth and their families through 

schoolwork tutoring, nutrition needs and advocacy. 

 

Harlem Advocates for Seniors: $ 5,000 for Senior Services and 

Advocacy: 

Harlem Advocates for Seniors will run fitness and nutrition classes 

and supply starter emergency kits for their seniors. 

Snapshot: William, representing Harlem Advocates for Seniors, 
enthusiastically described his work to a wide array of neighbors, 
including Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer.  He distrib-
uted many complimentary face masks at the Fair 

 

Moving for Life: $ 7,500 for Senior and Health Services: 

Moving for Life will start new movement classes that improve the 

health of seniors and cancer survivors. 

Snapshot: Caroline, who represented the group on July 10, de-

scribed their involvement in the event.  “We’ll be doing a fantastic 

exercise class at 3pm,” she said.  “We’re getting everybody moving 

in Morningside Heights.”  The class was well received and was set 

to an eclectic selection of music. 

Morningside... 
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Harlem Wellness: $ 7,500 for Food Security: 

Harlem Wellness will purchase and deliver boxes of farm fresh food to seniors enrolled in their wellness 

classes. 

 

HYPOTHEKids: $ 7,500 for Children’s Services and Education: 

HYPOTHEKids provides STEAM education to youth and will reach out to youth living in Grant and/or 

Manhattanville Houses. 

        

Life Force in Later Years (LiLY): $10,000 for Senior Services: 

LiLY serves seniors by assessing and problem solving around their needs, and matching volunteers with 

seniors.   

 

Morningside Heights Historic District Committee (MHHDC): $ 10,000 for Community Development 

and Historic Preservation: 

MHHDC will survey and advocate for expansion of Historic District protections in Morningside Heights. 

 

Morningside Retirement and Health Services: $7,500 for Senior Services: 

MRHS provides case management and health services to seniors in Morningside Gardens.  

 

Red Balloon: $ 7,500 for Early Childhood Ser-

vices: 

Red Balloon will create a new outdoor class-

room for pre-school children and purchase 

PPE and cleaning services. 

Snapshot: Seen presenting large balloons to 

children at the Fair, Elizabeth, Red Balloon’s 

Director, was enthusiastic about the chance to 

meet neighbors and describe the organization’s 

work.  Though not all the balloons she offered 

were red, the children and parents she inter-

acted with were delighted to receive them.   

Revived! 
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Articles of Interest 

Racial Impact Studies to be Part of Rezoning in NYC - City Limits 

33 More Views of Vintage Columbia - Columbia Magazine 

The Riverside Goats are Back! - New York Times 

Upper West Side Restaurants Received Federal Stimulus Checks - Patch 

Mark Levine’s Policy Platform - Gotham Gazette 

Shaun Abreu Wins Upper Manhattan City  Council Race - Patch 

Gigantic Rock in Morningside Heights - Gothamist 

Combatting Chainification and Food Gentrification - Columbia Spectator 

The Changing Food Landscape in the Columbia Area - Columbia Spectator 

 

 

 

 

 

Local Support 

A comprehensive list of local resources is here. 

We want to thank and congratulate our fellow New Yorkers who committed themselves civical-

ly by running for public office during the recent primaries.  The decision to run is a difficult one, 

followed by much hard work, exposure to scrutiny, and often thankless efforts to communicate 

with potential voters.   

Without the courage and commitment offered by candidates, our system of government would 

fall further into dysfunction, eventually leading to complete obsolescence.  Just as candidates 

commit themselves, neighbors should look inward, identify their values and priorities, and in-

troduce them in the body politic.  Thank you, candidates and fellow citizens. 

News & Resources 

https://citylimits.org/2021/06/18/council-votes-to-make-racial-impact-studies-part-of-nyc-land-use-process/
https://magazine.columbia.edu/article/33-more-views-vintage-columbia
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/14/nyregion/goats-riverside-park.html
https://patch.com/new-york/upper-west-side-nyc/uws-restaurants-got-72m-federal-stimulus-find-out-which?utm_term=article-slot-1&utm_source=newsletter-daily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter
https://www.gothamgazette.com/city/10632-mark-levine-next-manhattan-borough-president-policy-platform
https://patch.com/new-york/harlem/shaun-abreu-wins-upper-manhattan-city-council-race?utm_term=article-slot-2&utm_source=newsletter-daily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter
https://gothamist.com/arts-entertainment/this-gigantic-rock-jammed-between-two-buildings-is-a-huge-part-of-nyc-history?fbclid=IwAR1vUbB-RfoN_tJ1-nfmxBQHBgYGV5gWTj-1P9X7HG3WuoHkF2lS-hDY06k
https://www.columbiaspectator.com/arts-and-entertainment/2021/06/17/combatting-chainification-and-food-gentrification/
https://www.columbiaspectator.com/arts-and-entertainment/2021/06/17/the-changing-food-landscape-how-the-columbia-area-shifted-from-mom-and-pop-restaurants-to-a-hotspot-for-chains-and-trendy-eats/
https://mhccnyc.org/government/
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Back-Page  

Thoughts on Trade & Culture 

We’ve been thinking about how small businesses are an indispensable aspect of our communi-

ty’s norms and quality of life.  As purveyors of both goods and services and of local culture, our 

locally owned businesses help define our neighborhood, contribute to our lasting memories 

and values, and provide critical help in times of need.   

MHCC has launched Morningside Merchants, a NYC Small Business Services-sponsored asso-

ciation that will connect, support, and promote our local businesses and reinforce our neigh-

borhood as a vibrant and friendly shopping and dining destination. 

A podcast and short documentary film (Trade & Culture) on the Morningside Merchants initia-

tive are being planned.  We want to tell this important local story.  Would you like to be in-

volved?  We’re seeking oral histories, production assistance, and help with promotion. 

Please let us know if you’d like to participate.  Our sense is Morningside Merchants will be-

come an important fixture in our neighborhood.  We salute our local businesses for their resili-

ence during the recent challenges. 

http://morningsidemerchantsnyc.simplesite.com/
mailto:asylumlanestudios@gmail.com?subject=Trade%20&%20Culture

